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Dear Mr. Sutherland: 

mjmut 
MINERALS «ttMAG£M£NT SERVICE 

AtflUQUERQU£.NEWMaiCO 

I have seen your-letter dated May 26, 1982, addressed to our attorneys, 
Nordhaus, Haltom & Taylor. I understand that as of May 25, 1982, Minerals 
Management Service will no longer require contirued mine dewatering or^related 
underground maintenance activities of the Anaconda Company with re'gard to 
NJ-45, P-10 and P-13 underground uranium mines. 

1 am enclosing herewith for your information a copy of a letter dated 
April 26, 1982, from Uiited States Department of the Interior, Office of the 
Solicitor, to Mr. W. Richard West, Jr., of the Washington law firm of Fried, Frank, 
Harris, Shriver and Kampelmaa In this letter, Lawrence J. Jenson, Associate 
Solicitor, Division of Indian Affairs, states that the lease agreements covering the 
above-mentioned underground uranium mines are still in effect with regard to the 
provisions of those lease agreements which are not related to the products of ore. 
It is the position of the Pueblo of Laguna that the provisions relating to "Diligence, 
Prevention of Waste" in each of the pertinent leases are still in effect as to the 
activities of the Anaconda Company within the lease boundaries. 

Although the Pueblo of Laguna accepts your decision not to require further 
dewatering and maintenance activities in the subject underground uranium mines, I 
wish to make you aware that it is the intention of the Pueblo of Laguna to continue 
to study the possibility of future miring activities within the lease boundaries. The 
Anaconda Company has advised that there is a considerable ore reserve being 
abandoned by it due to economic conditions. The Pueblo of Laguna requests that, 
due to the aforementioned Solicitor's opiricxi, 30 C.F.R. 231.31, and the 
requirements within the lease provisions. Minerals Management Service be 
cognizant of what we consider to be its duty to assure the preservation of the ore 
reserves for future miring and ultimate maximum recovery. 

Very truly yours, ' 

PUEBLO OF LAGUNA 

HarryD. Early,;/j over nor y 
HDE:cm ^ 
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